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set complete with roll-out props for various locations by
Nick Francone. You have to see the size of the stage to
really appreciate Francone's versatility.

Under Cara Reichel's direction the zany plot takes
composer Murray (Jeff Edgerton) and his best friend and
partner pencil-chewing lyricist Howard (Marcus Neville)
from one premeditatedly silly situation to another: first
auditioning their latest venture for a New York producer;
visiting Howard's girlfriend Shirley (Maria Couch) at the
restaurant where she waitresses; answering a mysterious
ad from a producer named Onanov (Gordon Stanley) and
landing mouths taped and hands tied in the USSR,

courtesy of Schmearnov (Larry Brustofski), Onanov's prop

assistant whose equipment comprises all manner of
kindnapping (and worse) paraphernalia. In Russia, they

meet a riding crop yielding teutonic director named Hildret

(Bethe B. Austin whose name is another sly bit of
punning) and Masha, a Russian blonde bombshell (Jessica
Grove) with whom Murray falls in love.

While more than a little reminiscent of The Producers, this
big little show also resembles those golden oldie Road
movies starring Bing Crosby and Bob Hope. But for all the
premeditated silliness, the songs are so tightly woven into
the plot that it's hard to break out any one as a free-
standing hit -- shades of The Threepenny Opera in which
one one song, "Mac the Knife", became a breakout
number. As long as I'm bringing up Threepenny , Hildret's
"A Frau Divided" is marvelously Brechtian, though there's

also plenty of sweetness to offset such dark, noirish humor

-- notably Shirley's " Missing. ".

As with Prospect's memorable The Pursuit of Persephone
(music & lyrics by Mills and directed by Reichel --review),
Iron Curtain would benefit from some judicious trimming -

- dropping a stanza here and there and since, the songs so

effectively elucidate the character conflicts and situations,
tightening the spoken dialogue.

I'm posting this review more than half way through it's
run, so plan to catch it before it's final curtain and don't
bank on it having that future life it deserves.

IRON CURTAIN

Music by Stephen Weiner

Lyrics by Peter Mills

Book by Susan Dilallo

Directed by Cara Reichel
Choreographed by Christine O'Grady

Cast: Jeff Edgerton (Murray), Marcus Neville (Howard), Gordon Stanley
(Onanov), Larry Brustofski (Schmearnov), Maria Couch (Shirley), Bethe
B. Austin (Hildret), Jessica Grove (Masha), Amber Dow (Olga /
Ensemble),Dara Seitzman (Ticket Agent / Ensemble), Doug Shapiro
(Producer / Underling / Ensemble), Brad York (Khrushchev / Cop /
Ensemble) ,Robby Sharpe (Desk Clerk / Ensemble), David S. Miller
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(Super ! Ensemble), Rich Silverstein (Border Guard / Ensemble)

Set Design: Nick Francone

Costume Design: Sidney J. Shannon
Lighting Design: Stephen Arnold
Sound Design: Yoshi D. Lee

Music Director: Daniel Feyer

Running time: 2 1/2 hours, with one 15 minute intermission
Prospect Theater Company at West End Theatre 263 West 86th Street
(Broadway/West End Avenue in the Church of St. Paul & St. Andrew,

second floor)212-352-3101

From 4/08/06 to 4/30/06.

Thu to Sat at 8pm; Sun at 3pm.
Tickets: $18; $15 students/seniors
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Musical Numbers

Act One

e Prologue / Ensemble

e Sorriest Team Around /
Murray, Howard, Shirley

e The Ministry of Musical
Persuasion / Onanov,
Schmearnov, Ensemble

e Missing / Shirley

e The Lapov
Luxury /Schmearnov,
Ensemble

e Sorriest Team Around
(Reprise) / Murray, Howard

e Harvest Moon Masha,
Ensemble

e Missing (Reprise) / Shirley

e We'll Make It / Murray,
Howard, Onanov, Masha,
Ensemble

e The Party Line / Schmearnov,
Hildret, Masha

e The Interrogation / Hildret,
Howard

e We Made It / Murray, Howard

e Act | Finale / Ensemble

by our editor.
Click image to buy.
Go here for details and
Act Two larger image.

That's Capital / Masha,
Onanov, Murray,
Ensemble

Half a World Away /
Howard, Murray

Five Year Plan /Murray
A Frau Divided / Hildret
If Not for Musicals /
Onanov, Ensemble
Eleven O'Clock Number /
Hildret, Howard, Murray,
Masha, Ensemble
Finale /Ensemble
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